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MINUTES 
ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING – February 25, 2025 
District Facility, 5390 County Route 48 

Belmont, N.Y. 
Directors   Staff      
Rod Bennett, Chair   Scott Torrey, Exec Dir 
Christain Lewis, Farm Bureau   Tiffany McCumiskey, Secretary  
Kevin (Fred) Demick, Legislator - Absent 
Gretchen Hanchett, Legislator - Absent   Cooperating Agencies 
Josh Ormsby, Grange   Ben Renner - NRCS 
    
   
1. Call to Order: 5:38 pm 
 
2. Minutes of January 28, 2025 Approved (Ormsby - Lewis)  

 
3. Financial Reports – Approved (Lewis - Ormsby) 

a. Treasurer’s Report 
b. Abstracts 

 
4. Cooperating Agency & Staff Reports 

a. NRCS - Ben reported that funding has been released for Inflation Reduction Act 
contracts that NRCS currently has.  There are people in the county who have benefited 
from that funding.  Ben also reported that there have been over 1700 NRCS employees 
nationwide that have lost their jobs due to new government changes.  In New York, 
they lost about 35 employees between deferred resignations and terminations.  A few 
people have taken early retirement.  Western New York has lost approximately half 
of the workforce.  Allegany County lost an employee that was on a probationary basis.  
At a meeting today, the State Conservationist was in attendance, and it is speculated 
that IRA funding for 2025 may not happen.  Rod asked if funding will be available 
for programs like EQIP, and stated that yes, it will be available through the regular 
farm bill money. They also have Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding, which is 
dispersed from the EPA to NRCS.   

b.      FSA – No Report 
c.      Victor DiGiacomo - Division of Land and Water Resources – See attached 
d.      Executive Director –  

1. Program Updates:  
a. Round 25 

i. Black Creek Manure Storages 
1. Closeout has been submitted. 

ii. Cryder Creek Grazing System 
1. Working on closeout. 

iii. Rushford Lake Protection Phase 2 
1. Working on closeout. 

iv. Wellsville Water Supply Protection 
1. Working on closeout. 

b. Round 26 

file://AS3304T-2633/Public/Board%20Meetings/2025%20Board%20Meetings/Cooperating%20Agency%20Reports/NYS%20S&W%20Conservation%20Committee/SWCC%20Report%20February%202025.pdf
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i. No changes in the last month. 
c. Round 27 

i. Closeout has been submitted. 
d. Round 28 

i. No changes in the last month. 
e. Round 29 

i. Working on updated designs for Dobson’s manure storage. 
f. Round 30 

i. We submitted the following applications: 

Project 
State/Federal 

Funds 
SWCD Amount 

From Grant  
Landowner 

Amount 
SWCD 
Match Total 

Mitchell Farm Manure Storage $62,700.00  $8,835.00  $20,750.00  $550.00        $92,835.00  
Cold Creek BMP's $777,330.40  $33,100.00  $333,142.00  $2,200.00  $1,145,772.40  
Caneadea Creek Beef Farms $129,822.00  $15,140.00  $55,638.00  $950.00  $201,550.00  
Barney Farms Manure Management $247,500.00  $18,200.00  $82,500.00  $1,500.00  $349,700.00  
M&J Dairy BMP's $100,531.20  $8,835.00  $43,085.80  $550.00  $153,002.00  
Angelica Creek BMP's $118,580.00  $8,835.00  $50,820.00  $550.00  $178,785.00  
Bainbridge Farm, LLC Manure 
Management $277,200.00  $15,875.00  $118,800.00  $1,125.00  $413,000.00  
Hillcrest Homestead Manure 
Management $308,000.00  $20,875.00  $132,000.00  $1,125.00  $462,000.00  
Mayline Farm Manure Storage $891,000.00  $12,950.00  $297,000.00  $1,000.00  $1,201,950.00  

 
g. FL-LOWPA  

i. No changes in the last month. 
h. AEM 

i. Continuing to work on CNMPs and farm planning. 
i. Climate Resilient Farming 

i. Round 6  
1. No changes in the last month. 

ii. Round 7  
1. No changes in the last month. 

iii. Round 8 
1. No changes in the last month. 

j. FEMA 
i. Genesee River Stabilization at Belfast Phase 2 – Updated 

proposal for the archaeological study has been sent to DSHES 
and FEMA - waiting for their approval. 

ii. County Road 48 Stabilization – working on designs. 
iii. Van Campen Creek – Closeout has been submitted. 

k. CAFO Waste Storage Grant  
i. Bainbridge Farm – Extension request has been submitted. 

l. CAFO Enhanced Nutrient and Methane Management Program – we 
were not awarded any funding in this round. 

m. WQIP Grants 
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i. Working on planning projects. 
n. Part B 

i. No changes in the last month. 
o. Part C 

i. No changes in the last month. 
2. Stream Program 

a. Friendship School – permit has been approved.  We are working on a 
proposal for us to complete the project. 

b. Kailbourne Stream Stabilization – Project will take place in the spring. 
c. Pace Stream Stabilization – Permit has been approved.   
d. Todd Philips Stream Stabilization – Waiting for permit approval. 
e. Town of Independence – continuing to assist the Town with their FEMA 

paperwork. 
3. Technical Assistance 

a. Annual reports for the State have been completed and submitted. 
b. Annual reports for the County are due February 28, 2025. 

5. Old Business 
 

6. New Business 
a. County Audit – Scott updated the board on the current audit going on.  We do 

not need an additional audit, the county mentioned at one time that we might.  
He noted that we have provided quite a few documents, and is looking forward 
to positive feedback on how to improve in the future.   

 
7. Announcements 

i. Next Board Meeting: March 18, 2025 at 5:30pm 
 

8.  Correspondence –  
a. Christian Lewis, Farm Bureau Representative, shared the Farm Bureau’s 2025 

Legislative Priorities – See attached 
 

9. Adjournment -  6:12pm  
 
 

____________________     ____________________ 
Tiffany A. McCumiskey    Rodney Bennett 
Secretary to Board    Chairman 

file://AS3304T-2633/Public/Board%20Meetings/2025%20Board%20Meetings/Cooperating%20Agency%20Reports/Farm%20Bureau/2025%20State%20Legislative%20Priorities.pdf

	MINUTES
	ALLEGANY COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
	District Facility, 5390 County Route 48
	Belmont, N.Y.
	Directors   Staff
	Rod Bennett, Chair   Scott Torrey, Exec Dir
	Christain Lewis, Farm Bureau   Tiffany McCumiskey, Secretary
	Kevin (Fred) Demick, Legislator - Absent
	Gretchen Hanchett, Legislator - Absent   Cooperating Agencies
	Josh Ormsby, Grange   Ben Renner - NRCS
	1. Call to Order: 5:38 pm
	2. Minutes of January 28, 2025 Approved (Ormsby - Lewis)
	3. Financial Reports – Approved (Lewis - Ormsby)
	a. Treasurer’s Report
	b. Abstracts
	4. Cooperating Agency & Staff Reports
	a. NRCS - Ben reported that funding has been released for Inflation Reduction Act contracts that NRCS currently has.  There are people in the county who have benefited from that funding.  Ben also reported that there have been over 1700 NRCS employees...
	b.      FSA – No Report
	c.      Victor DiGiacomo - Division of Land and Water Resources – See attached
	d.      Executive Director –
	i. Next Board Meeting: March 18, 2025 at 5:30pm
	8.  Correspondence –
	a. Christian Lewis, Farm Bureau Representative, shared the Farm Bureau’s 2025 Legislative Priorities – See attached
	____________________     ____________________
	Tiffany A. McCumiskey    Rodney Bennett

